Environmental Engineering and Management Journal January 2015, Vol.14, No. 1, 233-243
http://omicron.ch.tuiasi.ro/EEMJ/

REASONS FOR NON-PARTICIPATION IN RECYCLING
OF SOLID WASTE IN NORTHERN MALAYSIA: A CASE STUDY

Abdelnaser Omran **, Ana-Maria Schiopu?®

1School of Economics, Finance and Banking, College of Business, University Utara Malaysia,
06010, Sintok, Kedah State, Malaysia
2»Gheorghe Asachi”” Technical University of lasi, Faculty of Chemical Engineering and Environmental Protection,
Department of Environmental Engineering and Management, 73 Mangeron Blvd., 700050, lasi, Romania
%s.C. Salubris S.A. lasi, 43 National Road, Romania

Abstract

It is widely accepted that public support is vital to the success of most recycling programmes. The actions of householders are
paramount to the success of any sustainable waste management policies whether local, regional or national. This paper presents a
study of householders” attitudes to recycling of solid wastes in Malaysia, which supports the idea that careful planning and design
are critical for the success of a new recycling programme. A postal questionnaire survey was administered to households in
Penang state located in north Malaysia. Quantitative analysis of the 417 responses focused on reasons for non-participation in
current recycling schemes. Statistical analysis showed that many householders refrain from recycling because of their negative
perceptions of the distance to the recycling points and the lack of recycling facilities in their neighbourhood.
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