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Abstract 

Every Chinese character has it own stroke and radical and because of this, learning 
Chinese character has been considered by the non-native learners as the hardest learning 
process. The traditional method of practicing Chinese characters by hand has caused many 
students to lose their interest in studying the Chinese language because it is time 
consuming. With an advancement of technology, learning Chinese characters will not be 
harmful experience anymore. This paper will console the non native learners because now 
they need not have to learn how to write Chinese chalracters, they can learn the Chinese 
characters through the method of recognizing the characters and then “writing “the 
character by using the computer (Chinese Word Processor software). This paper will also 
discuss the reasons why teaching and learning Mandarin is a must in the context of UUM 
and suitable Chinese Word Processor software would be suggested in the learning Chinese 
characters. 

1 .O Introduction 

Writing Chinese characters (?XT) has been recognized as the hardest learning activity 

in the learning of the Chinese language. When writing, by hand, each character should be 

drawn with a series of strokes (%iBj> and certain radicals CSg) . So, it is not easy to 

write Chinese characters especially in the views of non-native speakers. 

According to Wang (2003), the difficulties of Chinese characters are due to theirs own 

characteristics - difficult to write, difficult to remember, difficult to recognize and difficult to 

read. Although many experts and teachers had thought of ways of writing the Chinese 

textbook and exercise books, the outcomes are not stimulating. 

Xu (2000) cited a recent survey of Chinese language st:udents at Baruch College who said 

that, the difficulty in writing Chinese was cited as the number one reason why students 

decide not to pursue Chinese language studies beyond the first year, 91 % of the students 
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