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ABSTRACT 
, 

A legacy system is a system that is built using old technologies, but 
it is still beneficial to an organization. However, today it is facing a 
great challenge to meet the demands of current applications. 
Organizations are coming under great pressure to decide on the fate 
of the legacy system as they try to cope with the changing scenario. 
Among the alternatives offered are: discarding the legacy system 
and replacing it with a totally new system, allowing the system to 
deteriorate until the organization is out of business, redeveloping the 
system, or reengineering the system. Reengineering seems to offer 
the best solution to the challenge. This paper focuses on 
transformation, which is one of the reengneel-ing technoloBes for 
migrating a legacy system toward an evolvable system. A few 
legacy software transformation approaches are discussed. A 
framework for legacy software migration that combines the 
strengths of each of the described approaches is proposed. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

C omputers and application software are ubiquitously used in many 
organizations to help them in their daily business operations. Today’s 
fast changing business and technological environments have become a 

great challenge to most organizations as they strive to maintain their 
competitive advantage. Application software in today’s environment, such as 
electronic commerce and groupware, demands better productivity and quality of 
services delivered by the system. According to Wu et al. (1997), the current 
software may not be able to deliver the required services expected by the 

51 
























