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WHAT DIGITAL EQUITY IS ALL ABOUT? 

Digital equity is normally referred to as the quick, easy, and appropri- 
ately functional access to Information and Communications Technolo- 
gies (ICT) equipment and tools (e.g. computers, telephones and the 
internet), as well as access to training to ensure efflective access and use. 
The use of the word "access" is to highlight that ownership does not 
necessarily equate with use, and therefore, ownership of household ICT 
does not necessarily mean that all individuals within that household 
own or use the technology. This implies that the statistical figures on 
such matters must be interpreted with extra caution. 

IS IT A N  ISSUE? 

ICT Penetration and Diffusion 

Based on the definition of digital equity as simply access to ICT equip- 
ment and tools, there obviously is digital inequity in a number of coun- 
tries in the world. Although the number of internet hosts is growing, the 
majority of them are located in North America (Canada and US), fol- 
lowed by those in Australia, Japan and New Zealand. There were only 
2 per cent of internet hosts located in the developing Asia Pacific region. 
See Figure 1 on the Worldwide Distribution of Internet Hosts below. 

The number of personal computer (PC) ownership, internet users and 
ICT expenditure also indicate the existence of a digital gap between 
ASEAN and other developed countries. Figure 2 shows that more than 
half of the world's internet users are from the USA, despite the fact that 
the country's population is only just 4.7% of the total world population. 




























