WASTE DISPDSAL

Food segregation
law long overdue

TO combat food waste, the Seberang
Prai Municipal Council hias initiated
fond waste sagregation at the source,
focusing on diverting organic waste
from the genenal Waste SITEAm.

On the other hand, the Penang
Istand Ciry Council lacks a dedicated
organic waste management pro-
ETAMINE.

Here, the Consumers Association
of Penang (CAF) has been active In
promoting organic waste recovery
through composting In'homes.

CAP has partnersed with schools
and residential complexes in Penang
10 introdiace composting technigques
suitable for varfous settings, address-
ingthechallenges faced by aparmment
dwellers,

Herwever, the lack of legal retuire-
ments presents a barrier to the wide-
spread adoption of composting, with
many people throwing their food
waste in with regular trash.

Additionally, there are no provi-
sions in by-laws that address food
waste from retailers.

CAP has urged officials 1o create
policies and suidatines for contoolling
food whste in grocerystones and hotels
to address Penans's food waste.

To educan people and food retail-

ers about food waste and Iis effects,
CAP has also advocated for the Cres-
tionof anational zero-food-waste edu-
cation campatgn.

To mitigate the inconsistency in
waste segregation implementarion,
introducing by-laws thir mandate
food waste separation ar the source
for solid waste genermtors, inchiding
retailers; in Act 672 and Act 171, could
address environmental concerms. like
rediicing greenhouse gas emissions
nndb_u-usth‘;gl’mliwas.{é necvolingand
treatment efficiency.

It'salsoadvizable fortheauthorities
odrafruniformiegisiation harmonis-
ing the provisions of Act 672 and Act
L

By establishing mechanisms that
can foster collaboration, Informatson
sharing and coordination in waste
management efforts among VATHIS
agencies, uniform legislation for food
waste separation could reduce the
amount of solid waste dispossd of in
Tandfills:

Through these mechanisms,
urgen: issues; such as overflowing
solid and food waste, conld also be
adidressed, Witimately increasing the
effectiveness of the waste manags-
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Theeolkaborative efforsof SWCorp
and local authorities are crucial in
moving to more sustainable solid
waste management practices, specif-
jcally by preventing food waste from
ending up inlandhlls.

Alrernatives, such as composting
and anaerobic digester machines,
shonld be considered to replace land-
fill usape as the primary disposal
method for retail solfd waste.

Concequent v, efficient food waste
management hinges on the prelimi-
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Scavengers looking for recyclabie ffems in the Nibang Tebal lan,

nary requirementofwaste segregation
before ConMersion [ enargy Cam oCTiEr
Nevertheless, given that the reg-
ulatory frameveork governing this
industry Is in ftsinfancy, the parsult
ol sustainability in rerail fvod waste
MRt Teay present difficulties.
There isnalegistation that address-
et food waste managément specifical-
ty.and the regutatory fransewosksthat
arein plaos, sich as Acts 672 and 171
donot hove a retall ssctor focus
Rerailers manage their waste on

il it m:;ng. The atithorities can prevens food wasie
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their own, which highlights the lack
of thorough regutatory framewnk.
Thus, all parties, incliding S\WCorm,
local governments, and the pablic,
must parricipate to advance the sus-
taitability of food waste manegement
inthe retail and household sectors.
Sustainablesnvironiment, better air
pality, better waste management, and
eapinarionwon't be possihleuntil then.
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