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THE Fire Services Act 1988 has
been amended with the passing
of the Fire Services (Amendment)
BI 2075 in the Dewan Rakyat on
sarch 5. Almed @t enhancing the
operations of the Fire and Rescue
Pepartment (FRL), the key
amendments include provisions
ll:n"

~LEnhan regulatiory aver-
!W on M‘:llgm% b?!gades:

Establishing ucereditation

smdards for Iire safety consuli-
ants-and firms;

il Defining the qualifications
and Mpunsahﬂ.hws ui:ﬁm safety
consultants

Etmuil:‘lfl‘te i d
i quil an
B
¥, Serting accreditation stand-
ards for fire safety rraining pro-
viders and instructors; and
vi. Introducing guidelines to

ensure private hrigades meet
national safery standards.

is also a new provision
empowering the FRD director-

-general 1o authorise the establish-

‘ment of a private fire brigade in
premizes upon application by the
OWNET, OCCupier or person in
charge of the overall manage-
ment of the said premises,

- Notwithstanding these positive
amendments, issues remain con-
‘cerning fire risks in huus:.ng
accommodation, especiall

. rise strata bulldings, gat

mrdﬁl COMMunities, and
affordable housing,

This writer contends that the
Fire Services Act still lacks clear
fire safety laws for housing
‘prcommodation and older bulld-
- Ings that are not equipped with

. proper escape routes, fire-resise-

- ant doors or emergency lighting.

Recommendations to strengthen

fire safety fn housmg accommodatlon

their respective buildings, many
fail 1o peﬂhrr:&lgtr duéjnes, leia_i-d-
ing to ne eex 5
nmrg. al:r:ﬂeca.tnd rpritﬁders‘l)i
tems, Fire drills are also rarely
conducted.
i Pt ponaKics
stricter penalties on
these reéldma.nt?na.mgemnm
bodies,

Marry low-cost flats lack fire
exits, smoke detectors and fire-
resistant structures. Megal reno-
vations using fire-hazardous
materials and the unregulated
use of gas cylinders in high-rise
units pose additional risks.

1 prupose that future legislative
gmchmmnts and the current fire

ety policy impose a responsi-
biliry to conduct biannual fire

It is wital to enforce mandatory - safety audits on low-cost housing

fire safety benchmarks on all

niw and existing housing accom-
modatio s

.

While the Strata Management
- Act 2013 (Act 757) and Uniform
- Building By-Laws 1984 also
. tmpose fire salety responsibility
onstrata management bodies
 (joint management bodies and
l'mmagemem: corporations}in

projects, ban high-risk I]Iega.l
renovations, and strengthen local
authority oversight in callabora-
tion with the FRD.

Short-term rental units, such as
Alrbnb and homestays, are not
required to comply with fire safe-
ty regu]atinnsa Many lack escape

guishers and
dlord acwunta.bxlll}'

To address this issue, I propose
mandating the installation of fire
extinguishers and smoke detec-
tors in short-term rentals. The
properties must undergo a fire
safety inspection every two years,
and mandatory fire escape plans
for tenants must be provided.

Fire safety measures in base-
ment car parks and housing
areas must also be addressed.

In basement car parks, fires
can spread quickly due to poor
ventlation and lack of automatic
fire suppression systems,

Many housing estares do not
have designated fire lanes, thus

hampering emergency respanses.

Fire sprinkler systems and
compulsory fire escape lanes
should be mandated in car parks
and housing esiares respectively.

Many residents of rise
buildings lack basic fire safery
knowledge. Children and elderly
residents are y vulnera-
ble, and nationwide fire safery
awareness campaigns remain
limited. i

Maore public and community-
based ﬂr?e safety ing pro-
grammes should be erganised by

| clear fwe safety
provisions for

8 dormitories,
and heritage
properties.

the FRD In eonjfuncrion with pri-
vate or volunteer firefighters,
contractors or competent per-
EOTS.
Implementing these
ﬁ-:msplw:n incur additional fund-
ing for infrastructure, training
and enforcement. To reduce the
burden on the FRD, certain rules
and polities could be enl'umed.
such as requiring self-regulation
by owners of premises.

Further, the government could
introduce tax relief for owners
who install fire safery measures
such as sprinkler systems in their
premises. and also offer incen-
tives to recruit and retain fire
safety competent persons, con-
sultants, contractors, volunteer

ers and private firefight-
ers, as is done in seme couniries.
By adopting these suggestions, 1
believe Malaysia can develop
more effective (ire safety regula-
tions to better protect lives and
property nationwide.




