AS Thaipusam approached this
Yegr. asa tea;hg, 1l found rgyse]f
reflecting on earning does
not begin and end in textbooks.
Some of the most powerful les-
sons walk past our school gates
every year, carried in proces-
sions, prayers, and hved tradi-
tions.

In a multicultural societyhke

Malaysia, diversity should not be

treated as a decorative add-on to
the curriculum or reduced to col-
ourful festivals on a calendar.
Thaipusam offered a valuable
opportunity to move beyond sur-
face level tolerance towards gen-
uine understanding. When stu-
dents of different faiths learn
what ritual symbaolises and how
faiths other than their own shape
ethical discipline and resilience,
they begin to see religions other
than their own not as “the
other” but as a lived moral
framework that deserves respect.

Rethinking multicultural
learning through festivals

Curriculum wise, fes_tlvals fit
urally across several subjects.
'Education, it can be used
to draw pamllels between univer-
sal values such as patience, sacri-
fice, self-control and gratitude,
- students to recognise
shared ethical foundations across
faiths. In History, it can be contex-

tualised within
lighting migraﬂmttyl,lghnd
cultural continuity.

and Civics can explure how reli-
gious celebratmns

accounts that develop empathy
through voice and perspective.
More importantly, how we
teach our students about festivals
matters more than where the
subject is placed. Learning about
festivals should prioritise dia- -
logue, inquiry, and reflection, not
memorisation. Inviting students
to ask respectful questions, ana-

“lyse symbols, or reflect on simi-
 larities with their own traditions
nurtures critical multicultural lit-

eracy rather than tokenism.

If schools shy away from engag-
ing with real cultural practices,
we risk raising students who
know diversity as a slogan but

not as a lived reality.

Festivals remind us that curric-
ulum is not neufral; it either

bridges understanding or rein-

forces distance. As educators, our
task is not to dilute differences,
but to help students encounter
them with curiosity; humility, and
intellectual honesty. In doing so, -
multiculturalism moves from pol-
icy rhetoric into meaningful class-
room practice. '
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