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When schools teach the mind but forget to touch the heart

THE recent school
dent has once again dwﬂmged
us to rethink the purpose of edu-
cation (“5tabbing incident at
Kuala Langat secondary school
leaves student injured”, The Star,
]uly 6; online at bit.ly/4faBEiK).
While security measures, disci-
plinary procedures and preven-
tive palicies are essential, we
must also ask a deeper question:
What kind of human are

‘our schools prepa ents to
becaome? £ 20
A curriculum cannot be meas-

_-_u'i':ecl

'by examination results,
mmemmm or future
employahility.

Education must also shape
character, emotional awareness
and social nsibility.

Incidents of violence remind us
that knowledge without values
can create individuals who are
academically capable but emo-
tionally unp to navigate
conflicts and nges.

Schools must place greater
emphasis on values-based educa-
tion, social and emotional learn-

ing, and conflict resolu-
tion. Students need opportunities
to develop empathy, understand
different manage
their emotions and communicate
ents without aggres-
sion. These skills should not be
treated as additional
but embedded t the
curriculum and school culture,
Furthermore, students must be
encouraged to develop a sense of

towar Mg pomerniy,

A caring school environment,

where students feel heard and
f‘ﬂ:urted. can become a power-
daunnfurplwenﬁng
harmful behaviours.
The recent should not
only lead us to strengthen school

secu.rill}l_: it should inspire us to
en the humanity within
tion.

A successful curriculum does
not merely produce students who
mmwerq&wdommmcﬁ]r It
nurtures whuu.nder-
stand the

Perhaps the most important
lesson from this incident is that
schools must continue teaching
not only what students need to
know, but also who they need to
become.
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